TIKKUN "Talking Points" when meeting with Congresspeople or their staff. 


· The well being of Israel is intrinsically linked to the well-being of Palestinians. The TIKKUN COMMUNITY is a new national organization and movement which is BOTH pro-Israel and pro-Palestine. We want YOU to expose yourself to this point of view, by attending the Teach-In to Congress from 10 a.m. to noon June 3rd at the Rayburn  House Office Building. And here is our Resolution to Congress which we will be discussing that day. If you can't come that morning, we'll continue the discussion during the afternoon at.... 

· The Occupation of the West Bank violates American values. Imagine if the US were to stay in Iraq for 37 years--no one would allow that. We shouldn't support policies that violate America's commitment to national self-determination.


· Continuing the Occupation of the West Bank is bad for the Jewish people and the Palestinian people. It weakens the morale of the Israeli army and concentrates Israel's attention away from any serious dangers and on to a people that have no military strength. It distorts Jewish consciousness away from its focus on social justice and into perpetuating a system of oppression. And it encourages the most extreme elements in Palestinian society while marginalizing the moderates.


· We support the President's Road Map to Peace. But we have 2 criticisms: first,  it needs to define more fully where it is headed, because without that it could end up fulfilling Ariel Sharon's plan to give Palestinians a mere 40% of the West Bank, which would be less than 12% of pre-48 Palestine and far less than any Palestinian could accept. We've defined what would be reasonable in our Resolution for Middle East Peace.  Second, it needs to overcome what sank the Oslo process: using acts of violence as the criterion for whether or not to proceed. Any extremist committed to disrupting peace becomes empowered if you let them determine if the process is working. 


· The U.S. has to be willing to stand up not only to the weak party, the Palestinians, but to the stronger party, the Israeli government, and tell them to change their direction. Any attempt to fudge the issue of ending the Occupation won't work. Similarly, any attempt to keep the settlements as part of Israel rather than as part of a new Palestinian state won't work. We need to get serious and recognize that Israel has to get out of the West Bank and Gaza. And the Palestinian Authority has to do what it can to stop violence--but since we want a democratic Palestine, it should not be asked to commit acts that violate the standards of human rights and civil liberties that we want for ourselves in the U.S. or any freedom loving country.


· There can be no settlement of the struggle that does not include a fair deal for Palestinian refugees. Ignoring their plight is guaranteed failure for any peace agreement. That's why our Resolution calls for reparations.

